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Digital Sat Test Dates 
International students have been taking the digital SAT since March 2023.  The SAT is offered 7 times per year: in 

March, May, June, August, October, November, and December. Some schools also administer the test for their 

students during the school day. You can take the SAT as many times as you want to. We recommend you plan 

on testing at least twice.  

Format of the Digital SAT 

The new SAT is a fully digital test, taken on a computer within College Board’s Bluebook App.  The Digital SAT is 2 

hours and 14 minutes long and has 98 questions. The length of the test is one of the most substantial changes 

to the SAT, as the new test is 46 minutes shorter and has 56 fewer questions than the old paper test.   

The Digital SAT has two sections: (1) a Reading and Writing section and (2) a Math section. Both sections are 

divided into two modules of equal length.  

On test day, you start with Module 1 of the Reading and Writing section. You have 32 minutes to answer 27 

questions. During this time, you can move freely around Module 1, but you can’t move onto Module 2 until your 

time is up. 

Once your 32 minutes are up, you’re moved directly to Reading and Writing Module 2, where you have another 

32 minutes to answer 27 more questions. During this time, you can move freely around Module 2, but you can’t 

go back to Module 1 or move onto the Math section. After Module 2 is over, you have a 10-minute break.  

After the break, you start Module 1 of the Math section. You have 35 minutes to answer 22 questions. Once 

again, you can move freely around the module you are currently taking, but you can’t move ahead to the next 

module or go back to a previous module. When your 35 minutes are up, you move directly to Module 2, where 

you’ll have another 35 minutes to answer 22 more questions.  

What are operational and pretest questions on the digital SAT? 

Each  Math module contains 20 operational questions and 2 pretest questions. “Operational questions” are 

questions that count towards your score. “Pretest questions,” also  known as “experimental questions,” are 

questions that are being tested for future use. These questions do not count towards your score, but rather are 

used to check the quality of the question and collect data on difficulty. There won’t be a way to tell which 

questions are operational and which are pretest, so you should treat all questions as if they were scored. 

Computer Adaptive Testing 
A computer adaptive test adapts to your level as you take the test. Essentially, your performance determines 

which questions you see next.  
There are various kinds of computer adaptive tests. The digital SAT is a section adaptive test, or more specifically 

“a multistage adaptive test in two stages.”  

What does this mean? As mentioned above, the Reading and Writing Section and the Math section are each 

divided into two modules. Module 1 contains a broad distribution of easy, medium, and hard questions, with a 

medium average difficulty. Module 2 also contains a mixture of easy, medium, and hard questions. However, 

the average question difficulty is either harder or easier than Module 1, depending on your performance in 

Module 1. In other words, students with a stronger performance in Module 1 will see questions targeted to a 

higher level of difficulty in Module 2.  



2 
 

What do these changes mean for me on test day? 

The computer adaptive element is understandably a source of anxiety for many students. However, this new 

format could really have a positive impact on your test-day experience. For one, the computer adaptive model 

makes it possible to have a significantly shorter test. The new test is 46 minutes shorter and has 56 fewer 

questions. You also have more time per question on the digital test, which allows you to focus more on 

demonstrating your knowledge and less on demonstrating your test-taking speed. 

 

Can I still skip questions and review previous questions on the digital SAT?  

Yes. The digital SAT is not a question-by-question adaptive test. You can move around to any question within a 

module. However, you won’t be able to move onto the next module or go back to a previous module. For 

example, if you are in Module 1 of the Math section, you have 35 minutes to work on the 22 questions of that 

module in any order you choose. You cannot move onto Module 2 until your 35 minutes are up, and you cannot 

return to the Reading and Writing section. 

Digital SAT Scores 

The digital SAT is still scored on a 1600-point scale. You receive a score for the Reading and Writing section, a 

score for the Math section, and a total score. Section scores are calculated from your performance on both 

modules and translated into a number between 200 and 800. Your two section scores are added together to 

give you your total score, between 400 and 1600. 

Are scores on the digital SAT and the paper SAT the same? 

Yes. Digital and paper scores can be used side by side as a standard metric. College Board has conducted a 

number of studies to link the scaled scores on the digital SAT to the scaled scores on the current paper SAT. For 

example, a 1160 on the digital SAT is statistically equivalent to a 1160 on the paper SAT.  

Technology for the Digital SAT 

Students take the digital SAT on a computer within the Bluebook App, which is College Board’s digital testing 

application. 

What tools and features are available in the Bluebook App? 

• Timer: You can see how much time is left in the current module. You’ll get an alert when there are 5 

minutes left.  

• Answer choice elimination: You can eliminate the answer choices that you think are wrong. 

• Flagging questions: You can flag questions that you would like to review later.  

• Question menu: You can see which questions you’ve skipped or flagged for review and jump to any 

question in the module. 

• Highlighting and annotation: In the Reading and Writing section, you can highlight and annotate text. 

• Formula sheet: In the Math section, you’ll have access to a formula sheet. 

• Calculator: In the Math section, you’ll have access to a built-in graphing calculator. 

What type of device do I need for the digital SAT? 

Students can use a variety of devices for the digital SAT, including personal laptops and iPads, school-owned 

desktops and laptops, and school-managed Chromebooks. Please visit College Board’s website for the most up-

to-date list of approved devices and system requirements. 

https://about.collegeboard.org/bluebook-students/devices
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What if I don’t have a computer for the digital SAT? 

Students who don’t have access to an approved device can borrow one from College Board. This option is 

available to both US and international students who are taking the test on a standard weekend test date. 

Students need to make the request to borrow a device during the registration process and must do so at least 

30 days before the test date to allow time for shipping. Please refer to College Board’s website for more 

information about borrowing a device. 

Can I bring my own calculator to the digital SAT? 

Yes. The Bluebook App includes a built-in graphing calculator, but students may also bring their own approved 

calculator to use during the Math section. Please refer to College Board’s website for a list of approved 

calculators for the Digital SAT. 

Accommodations on the Digital SAT 

College Board remains committed to accessibility and continues to support the same range of accommodations 

that were available on the paper test, including extended time and double time. However, some of these 

accommodations are administered differently on the digital test. There’s also a new, linear paper version of the 

test for students with relevant accommodations. 

The process for requesting accommodations has remained the same. You need to apply for accommodations 

and receive approval before you can register for the SAT with accommodations. This process can take up to 7 

weeks, so it’s important to start as early as possible. Please visit College Board’s website to learn more 

about accommodations on the digital SAT. 

The Math Section 

The entire Math section is 70 minutes long and has 44 questions. It is split into two modules, which are each 35 

minutes long with 22 questions. Students have an average of 1 minute and 35 seconds to complete each Math 

question. 

In each module, 75% percent of the questions are multiple-choice and 25% of the questions require student-

produced responses. In other words, there are a total of 33 multiple-choice questions and 11 student-produced 

response questions. 

Approximately 30% of the Math consists of in-context questions, also known as word problems. These questions 

have an average of 50 or fewer words per question. 

Questions within each module are arranged roughly by order of difficulty with easier questions towards the 

beginning and harder questions towards the end. 

What topics are covered on the Digital SAT Math? 

The digital SAT Math section covers four broad content domains: (1) algebra, (2) advanced math, (3) problem 

solving and data analysis, and (4) geometry and trigonometry. Questions from each content domain appear in 

both modules. 

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/digital/device-lending
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/digital/what-to-bring-do/calculator-policy
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/digital/what-to-bring-do/calculator-policy
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/digital/accommodations-digital-testing


4 
 

The content domains are broken down into the following testing points:  

• Algebra: ~ 35% of the section | 13–14 questions overall 

o Linear equations in one variable 

o Linear equations in two variables 

o Linear functions 

o Systems of two linear equations in two variables 

o Linear inequalities in one or two variables 

• Advanced math: ~ 35% of the section | 13–15 questions overall 

o Equivalent expressions 

o Nonlinear equations in one variable and systems of equations in two variables 

o Nonlinear functions (such as quadratic, polynomial, exponential, absolute value, rational, radical, 

etc.) 

• Problem solving and data analysis: ~ 15% | 5–7 questions  

o Ratios, rates, proportional relationships, and units 

o Percentages 

o One-variable data: distributions and measures of center and spread 

o Two-variable data: models and scatter plots 

o Probability and conditional probability 

o Inference from sample statistics and margin of error 

o Evaluating statistical claims: observational studies and experiments 

• Geometry and trigonometry: ~ 15% | 5–7 questions 

o Area and volume 

o Lines, angles, and triangles 

o Right triangles and trigonometry 

o Circles 

Can I use a calculator on the digital SAT? 

Yes. You can use a calculator on the entire Math section. Students can use the built-in calculator, or they can 

bring their own approved calculator. Please see the technology section for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://testinnovators.com/blog/digital-sat-guide/#technology
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